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Description N (mg/L) TP (mg/L) Reference 

Mean benthic chlorophyll a   <50 
mg/ m2 

0.47  0.055 Dodds et al 1997 

Mean benthic chlorophyll a  <50 
mg/ m2 

0.25  0.021 Lohman et al. 1992 

Max benthic chlorophyll a < 200 
mg/ m2 

3.0  0.415 Dodds et al 1997 

Planktonic stream chlorophyll < 8 
ug/L 

0.29  0.042 Van Nieuwenhuyse and Jones 
1996 using Redfield ratio (Harris 
1986) 

Tri-State Implementation Council, 
Clark Fork Voluntary Nutrient 
Reduction Program 

0.30  0.020  

Oligotrophic: suspended 
chlorophyll a 10 ug/L & benthic 
chlorophyll a < 20 mg/m2 

<0.7  <0.025 Smith et al. 1999 & Dodds et al 
1998 

Mesotrophic: suspended 
chlorophyll a 10-30 ug/L & benthic 
chlorophyll a 20-70 mg/m2  

0.700 – 1.5 0.025 – 0.075 Smith et al. 1999 & Dodds et al 
1998 

Eutrophic:  suspended chlorophyll a 
> 30 ug/L & benthic chlorophyll a 
>70 mg/m2  

>1.5 > 0.075 Smith et al. 1999 & Dodds et al 
1998 

Mean benthic algae (nuisance level) 
< 100 mg/m2  

<0.350 <0.030 Dodds et al. 1997 


