
West Silver Valley Citizens Advisory Committee 

March 19th  

 

The West Silver Valley Citizen Advisory Committee met on Thursday March 19 at the Panhandle 

Health office in Kellogg. In attendance were 11 local residents. The meeting started off with the group 

deciding that commitment forms were not necessary. Only 4 members had actually signed the forms 

and up to approximately 20 residents regularly attend the meeting. It was also noted that some had 

not received the latest email; the email list will be reviewed for completeness. Action items included 

sending a letter from the group to the Shoshone News Press thanking them for putting AQI and burn 

information in the paper; having a WSV Facebook page and inviting a representative of the Shoshone 

Medical Center to attend the meetings.  

 

 

1. Introductions (5 min) 

o Attending the March 19 meeting were; Bob Launhardt, Rona Liller, Cathleen Sanborn, Andy Helkey, Carol Young, 

Kjell Truesdell, Commissioner Jay Huber, Mayor Joe Guardipee, Karen Pearson, Barry Pearson, Rex Gettman, 

DEQ Staff; Mark Boyle, Denna Grangaard, Ralph Paul. 

 

2. Committee Business (15 min) 

 Group Participation – The group decided that signing the commitment form to be a member was not 

necessary. The group identified the priority for members should be on participation not on signing a 

commitment form. Currently the group has experienced very good participation. A proposal to create 

smaller sub-groups that would be tasked with engaging in specific efforts was forwarded. The group was 

provided a handout which described efficiencies and successes which could be realized if we organized 

in this manner. The group supported this idea, was tasked with reviewing the handout after the meeting, 

and committed to identifying potential sub-groups and discussing further at the next meeting. An outreach 

sub-group was immediately identified during the meeting and was assigned a couple tasks which are 

identified below.  

 Communication – The email notification list will be double checked for accuracy and updated after 

hearing that some members may not have received previous emails.  

 

3. Action Items (10 min) 

 AQI burn message – The group was updated on changes that were made to enhance readability. 

Black outlining of the yellow wording was done. However, the newspaper did not run the message for 

several days, so it was unknown if the changes improved readability or not. Group members were 

encouraged to contact the newspaper individually to let the editor know that the information was 

appreciated by the community. The group decided to send a letter to the Shoshone News Press Editor 

expressing satisfaction with getting the AQI/burn message posted in the paper and describing the group’s 

focus of clean air in the valley and the current efforts to reduce the impact of emissions. DEQ will draft a 

letter and send it to the group for comments prior to it being finalized and sent to the News Press by the 

group.  

 

4. Topic Discussion (25 min) 

 Outdoor open burning – Chief Mark Aamodt, Shoshone County Fire Protection District No. 2 was 

unable to attend the meeting and will be invited to the next meeting. A general discussion ensued 

regarding the handouts (fire codes, Kootenai County Fire Protection Ordinance, attached). The handouts 

were provided to give background information and to illustrate how Kootenai County F&R utilize the 

codes to require permits year-round for open burning. 

 



 Outreach and education – The group was queried on making brochures. Most felt there was too 

much information and a simple message was needed. Posters were discussed as a possibility but some 

felt the posters would be ignored if left up to long. Billboards, water bottles, refrigerator magnets will be 

explored as possible ways of communicating a burn message. The idea of placing signs along the road 

was also discussed. DEQ will investigate the costs of some of the items and report back to the group.  

Carol Young offered to make a WSV Facebook page and it was agreed that this should be tried. She was 

also tasked with designing a logo for the group.  

Bob Launhardt brought up the issue of radon combining with small smoke particles and that was a health 

threat and that he had contacts with the Shoshone Medical Center. The group agreed that radon is a 

health concern however the group decided to table engaging in the radon issue till a later date after the 

critical work on smoke reductions is completed. The group tasked Bob with inviting a representative of 

Shoshone Medical Center to become a participating member of the group.  

Cathleen Sanborn Silver Valley EDC informed the group that she was exploring grant possibilities for a 

possible woodstove exchange. She will continue with her efforts and report back to the group. 

Commissioner Huber supported pursuing grant dollars to bring resources into the valley. Cathleen  also 

noted that there may be the possibility of slash collection by a private party if a proposed firewood 

business idea comes to fruition.   

Barry Pearson inquired if reducing wood stove smoke in the valley would solve the problem and if not, 

then what would be the next step. It was pointed out that DEQ is completing a filter analysis to help 

determine what level of reductions from open burning and woodstoves would be needed to answer that 

question. This analysis would also help better define the mobile source contribution for the area. The 

report will be made available when it is completed and will be a basis for determining reduction needs.  

Rona Liller brought up the idea of the group holding a “public meeting” in order to let the community know 

what the group was doing and why. This will be explored further at future meetings. 

 

5. Comments (5 min) 
Other than the Radon discussion no other comments were received. 

6. Next meeting – April 16th   6 - 7 PM 

Pinehurst City Hall 

Adjourn 

 

  



Meeting Attachments 

KOOTENAI COUNTY WILDFIRE PREVENTION ORDINANCE 

 

4-1-2: OPEN BURNING
2
:  

 

A. Title: This section may be referred to as the KOOTENAI COUNTY WILDFIRE PREVENTION 

ORDINANCE. 

 

B. Authority And Jurisdiction: This section is adopted pursuant to the powers granted by Idaho constitution 

article 12, section 2 and the statutes of the state of Idaho, including, but not limited to, Idaho Code 31-714. This 

chapter shall apply in the unincorporated area of Kootenai County, Idaho. 

 

C. Findings And Purpose: 

1. The board of county commissioners hereby finds that an emergency exists because of the current extremely 

high potential for catastrophic fire in Kootenai County. Additionally, the board finds that the danger of 

catastrophic fire in the county is likely to be extremely high in the future. Therefore, the board finds that 

enactment of this section is necessary for the safety, the promotion of the health and prosperity and the 

improvement of the morals, peace and good order, comfort and convenience of the county and the inhabitants 

thereof, and for the protection of public and private property situated within the county. 

2. This section is intended to provide a means for the enforcement of prohibitions and restrictions on burning 

adopted by federal and state agencies that administer public lands located within the county, or by any fire 

protection district or other governmental entity having jurisdiction located entirely or partially within the 

county. 

 

D. Definitions: 

 

BURNING: Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire or campfire or any other act which results in the 

combustion of any material. 

 

FIREPLACE AREA: A portion of an approved campground or other authorized facility which is constructed of 

concrete or metal and which is officially designated by the government entity having jurisdiction as the 

authorized location for having fires at the facility. 

 

UNAUTHORIZED BURNING: Any burning that is not authorized or permitted by a federal or state agency, 

fire protection district or other governmental entity having jurisdiction.  

 

E. Prohibitions: 

http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=27675#Footnote2
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=27675#681346
mailto:?subject=Kootenai County Code Regulations&body=Below is a link to the County code which contains the information you requested.

http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/index.php?book_id%3D505%26section_id%3D681346


1. No person shall engage in "unauthorized burning", as defined in subsection D of this section, nor shall any 

person permit, cause or allow any unauthorized burning. 

2. No person shall permit, cause or allow any burning in a fireplace area when the government entity having 

jurisdiction has prohibited burning in such areas. 

3. No person shall violate the terms of any order pertaining to burning, fires or related activities that has been 

duly issued by a federal or state agency, fire protection district or other governmental entity having jurisdiction 

in accordance with applicable federal or state laws or regulations and is then in full force and effect. (Ord. 317, 

8-1-2003) 

 

F. Penalties: Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and be punished as provided 

in the general penalty in section 1-4-1 of this code. (Ord. 317, 8-1-2003; amd. 2004 Code) 

 

 

Footnotes - Click any footnote link to go back to its reference. 

Footnote 1: See section 4-3-15 of this title. 

Footnote 2: See also section 6-2-9 of this code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?ft=3&find=1-4-1
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=27675#Footref1
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?ft=3&find=4-3-15
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=27675#Footref2
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?ft=3&find=6-2-9


 

 

IDAHO FIRE CODE 

 

 



 



 

 

 



International Fire Code 
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