3/22/2010

Purpose

* The Little Wood River subbasin Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) Implementation Plan for Agriculture
outlines an adaptive management approach for
implementation of best management practices (BMPs)
and Resource Management Systems (RMS) on
agricultural lands to meet the requirements of the
Little Wood River subbasin TMDL.
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Goals and Objectives

¢ The goal of this plan is to provide a strategy foragriculture
thatassists and/or compliments other watershed efforts in
restoring an protecting beneficial uses for water quality
impaired streams in the Little Wood River subbasin.

* Thewater quality impaired stream segments and
pollutants are identified by the Idaho Department of
Environmental Quality (IDEQ) [r998} 303(d)* list for the
Little Wood River subbasin

= "Note: The Little Wood River TMDL was developed using the
IDEQ [1998] 303(d) list of impaired stream segements. The
results from the IDEQ [2008] 303(d), 305(b) integrated report
will also be mentioned in the docurnent for implementation

purposes.
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Land Use in the
Litla Wood River Subbasin
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Project Setting

* The Little Wood River subbasin is located in South-
Central Idaho and is approximately 781,178 acres in
size,

* Land use is 71.6% Rangeland, 19.2% Cropland/Pasture,
4.7% Forest, and 4.5% Rock

# Land ownership in the subbasin is as follows: 49.7%
Bureau of Land Management, 35.1% Private, g.2% U.S.

Forest Service, 5.8% State of Idaho, and 0.2% open
water

/

| Land Ownorship in tho Little Wood River Subbasin | ’ﬁ:

Conservation Accomplishments

» Overthe past 5 years (2004-2008), approximately 54,092,519.64
has been speni on the implementation of these Best
Managsment Practices in the Little Wood River subbasin,
Approximately 35% of this cost has been provided in the form of
cost-share incentives through various state and federal programs.
These proirarns include the Environmental Quality Incentives

Program (EQIP), Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA), the
Conservation Reserve Pro%ram {CRP), the Wildlife Habitat
Incentives Program {WHIP), Conservation Improvement Grants
{CIG), and the Water Quality Program for Agriculture (WQPA).
EQIP, CTA, CRP, and WHIP are all programs offered through the
Natural Resources Conservation Service, while CIG and PA
are programs affered through the Idaha Soil Conservation
Commission. The remainirm?s% of money spent on the
implementation of these BMPs'has been provided by the
landowners invoived in these projects.
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Subwatersheds in the Little Wood River
Subbasin

Subwatersheds R

¢ The Little Wood River subbasin consists of ten
subwatersheds, Each of these watersheds drains inte
the tributaries of the Little Wood River or into the
Little Wood River itself, with the exception of Dry
Creek and its tributaries. Dry Creek currently does not
connect with the Little Wood River directly. However,
it does flow into the West Canal of the Little Wood
River Irrigation District, which does flow into the
Little Wood River. |
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Treatment Alternatives

* Thelocal Seil Conservation Districts will continue to
evaluate treatment alternatives and recommend
implementation activities, with support and
cooperation of private landowners and government
agencies.

* Ongoing efforts from the local Soil Conservation
Districts will be critical in providing direction and

~ guidance to local landowners in the implementation
of BMPs to meets the water quality standards set forth
in the Little Wood River TMDL.

Jeatment— ive 2 — -
Treatment With BMPs on Cropland,
Pasture, and Rangeland

¢ This alternative would reduce irrigation-induced
erosion and excessive nutrient runoff from cropland
areas. Nutrient and bacteria runoff would also be
reduced from excessive animal waste and fertilizer
applications. Improved grazing management practices
and installation of BMPs such as offsite water facilities,
will reduce pollutant runoff to the Little Wood River
and its tributaries. Voluntary incentive programs can
be made available to assist in landowner participation.

|

Treatment Alternative 4 — Animal
Facility Waste Management

¢ Thisalternative would reduce sediment, nutrient, and
bacteria runoff from animal waste storage and application
areas. This will improve water quality in the watershed and
reduce pollutant loading to the main drainages in the Little
Wood River. Existing larger beef operations may be already
regulated. All dairy facilities are regulated. Smaller
operations will need evaluations and on farm planning to
provide cost-effective, beneficial options to improve the
Tesource area. Nutrient Management planning, in addition
to irrigation water management, will be vital to securing
optimal results for the goals of the TMDL.
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|_Freatment Alternatve T=No

Action

* This alternative would continue utilizing existing
conservation programs without additional project
activities focusing on more problem areas. Identified
prablemns could continue to negatively impact
beneficial uses in the watershed.

Treatment Alternative 3 — Riparian
and Stream Channel Restoration

* This alternative would reduce accelerated stream bank
erosion, Implemented BMPs would reduce nutrient
and bacteria runoff from entering the river and creeks.
This alternative improves water quality, riparian
vegetation, and aquatic habitat in the Little Wood
River and its tributaries.
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