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Goals and ObjectivesGoals and Objectives

To work cooperatively to achieve a To work cooperatively to achieve a 
realistic and usable water quality realistic and usable water quality 
restoration plan for the Fish Creek restoration plan for the Fish Creek 
Watershed.Watershed.

Sharing of knowledge Sharing of knowledge 
Group discussionGroup discussion
Review of draft documentsReview of draft documents



Idaho Panhandle SubbasinsIdaho Panhandle Subbasins
Priest Priest 
KootenaiKootenai
MoyieMoyie
Lake Pend Lake Pend 
OreilleOreille
Lower Clark Lower Clark 
ForkFork
Upper Upper 
SpokaneSpokane
CDA LakeCDA Lake
NF CDA RiverNF CDA River
SF CDA RiverSF CDA River
St. Joe/St. St. Joe/St. 
MariesMaries
HangmanHangman



Study AreaStudy Area



Study AreaStudy Area

Upper Twin Lake

Lower Twin Lake

We are here

Idaho



The Clean Water Act (CWA)The Clean Water Act (CWA)

Established in 1972Established in 1972

It is the goal of the CWA to restore and It is the goal of the CWA to restore and 
maintain the chemical, physical, and maintain the chemical, physical, and 
biological integrity of the Nationbiological integrity of the Nation’’s waters.s waters.



The Clean Water Act (CWA)The Clean Water Act (CWA)

The federal Clean Water Act requires states to The federal Clean Water Act requires states to 
develop water quality standards.develop water quality standards.

IdahoIdaho’’s standards have been developed and s standards have been developed and 
approved by the EPA.approved by the EPA.

Standards are intended to protect, restore and Standards are intended to protect, restore and 
preserve water quality so waters are available preserve water quality so waters are available 
for their intended (beneficial) use.for their intended (beneficial) use.



Fish Creek Presumed Fish Creek Presumed 
Beneficial UsesBeneficial Uses

Primary or Secondary Contact RecreationPrimary or Secondary Contact Recreation
Salmonid Spawning*Salmonid Spawning*
Cold water aquatic lifeCold water aquatic life
Domestic water supplyDomestic water supply
Agricultural water supplyAgricultural water supply
Industrial water supplyIndustrial water supply
Wildlife habitatWildlife habitat
Aesthetics Aesthetics 

* Existing use – uses attained in a waterbody on or after November 28, 1975, 
whether or not they are included in Idaho water quality standards.



Associated CriteriaAssociated Criteria

Recreational UsesRecreational Uses
Primary Contact RecreationPrimary Contact Recreation
•• Single sample maximum of 406 Single sample maximum of 406 E. E. coli/100 mlcoli/100 ml
•• 5 sample mean of 126 5 sample mean of 126 E. E. coli/100 mlcoli/100 ml

Secondary Contact RecreationSecondary Contact Recreation
•• Single sample maximum of 576 Single sample maximum of 576 E. E. coli/100 mlcoli/100 ml
•• 5 sample mean of 126 5 sample mean of 126 E. E. coli/100 mlcoli/100 ml



Associated CriteriaAssociated Criteria

Salmonid SpawningSalmonid Spawning
1313°°C (55.4C (55.4°°F) or lessF) or less
Maximum daily average no greater that Maximum daily average no greater that 99°°C (48.2C (48.2°°F)F)

9°C



Water Quality ListingWater Quality Listing

Every two years DEQ reviews water Every two years DEQ reviews water 
quality dataquality data
Waterbodies assessed are placed into one Waterbodies assessed are placed into one 
or multiple Integrated Report categoriesor multiple Integrated Report categories
Waterbodies placed in Section 5 of the Waterbodies placed in Section 5 of the 
Integrated Report are impaired Integrated Report are impaired 
waterbodies waterbodies 



Integrated Report SectionsIntegrated Report Sections

1 
supporting 

all uses

2 
supporting 
some uses

3        
not 

assessed

4a 
approved 
TMDLs

4b       
impl. actions

4c     
non-

pollutant

5  
impaired 
waters



Fish Creek Water Quality Fish Creek Water Quality 
Listing HistoryListing History

1998 1998 §§303(d) 303(d) 
Nutrients and SedimentNutrients and Sediment

2002 Integrated Report2002 Integrated Report
Unknown, Sediment, and TemperatureUnknown, Sediment, and Temperature

5  
impaired 
waters

4a 
approved 
TMDLs

1 
supporting 

all uses



Integrated Report Section 5Integrated Report Section 5



What is a TMDL?What is a TMDL?

Simply put, a TMDL is a pollutant budget. Simply put, a TMDL is a pollutant budget. 
A TMDL is a calculation of the maximum A TMDL is a calculation of the maximum 
amount of a pollutant that a waterbody can amount of a pollutant that a waterbody can 
receive from humanreceive from human--caused sources and caused sources and 
still protect Idaho Beneficial Uses.still protect Idaho Beneficial Uses.



DEQ ResponsibilitiesDEQ Responsibilities
Consult with Consult with WAGsWAGs while developing the Subbasin while developing the Subbasin 
Assessment and TMDL and present all requested Assessment and TMDL and present all requested 
information in a timely fashioninformation in a timely fashion

Provide opportunity for the WAG to assist in writing the Provide opportunity for the WAG to assist in writing the 
SBA, TMDL and Implementation Plans for the watershedSBA, TMDL and Implementation Plans for the watershed

Produce a Subbasin Assessment and TMDL in Produce a Subbasin Assessment and TMDL in 
accordance with state and federal water quality lawsaccordance with state and federal water quality laws

Record any WAG disagreement with SBA/TMDL at the Record any WAG disagreement with SBA/TMDL at the 
time of public comment and in all drafts of the documenttime of public comment and in all drafts of the document



WAG Stakeholder RepresentationWAG Stakeholder Representation

AgricultureAgriculture
MiningMining
Point Source DischargersPoint Source Dischargers
Forest ProductsForest Products
Local governmentLocal government
LivestockLivestock
Indian tribesIndian tribes
WaterWater--based recreationbased recreation
Environmental interestsEnvironmental interests
Land management and regulatory agencies with an Land management and regulatory agencies with an 
interestinterest
Other members representative of the industries and Other members representative of the industries and 
interests affected by the management of the watershedinterests affected by the management of the watershed



WAG Operating ProceduresWAG Operating Procedures



DEQ Web ResourcesDEQ Web Resources

DEQ website address:
http://www.deq.idaho.gov

Fish Creek WAG webpage:
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/about/regions/f

ish_creek_wag/index.cfm



Fish Creek WAG WebpageFish Creek WAG Webpage



Our Next MeetingOur Next Meeting


