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IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

DEQ STATE OFFICE 

 

RFP0924 – OPTIMIZATION TRAINING FOR SURFACE WATER SYSTEM 

OPERATORS THAT UTILIZE MEMBRANE AND CONVENTIONAL FILTRATION 

 

PRESUBMITTAL CONFERENCE 

JANUARY 8, 2014 9:00 – NOON  

DEQ STATE OFFICE 

CONFERENCE ROOM C 

BOISE, IDAHO 

 

 

PRESUBMITTAL QUESTIONS, DEQ RESPONSE 

 

ADDENDUM 1 

  

This document contains the questions asked by proposers for the above noted Request for 

Proposals and responses provided by the Department of Environmental Quality as an addendum 

to the RFP. 

 

 

Purpose of this Request for Proposal 

 

The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), through this Request for Proposal 

(RFP), is soliciting proposals for a qualified contractor to provide optimization training for 

operators of drinking water systems that have surface water sources and utilize membrane and/or 

conventional filtration treatment. 

 

 

Administrative Notes 

 

The schedule for the remainder of this request for proposal process is as follows:  Proposals for 

the above named RFP are due at the DEQ State Office January 30, 2014, 4:00 P.M. Mountain 

Time.  Proposals must be submitted to:  (hand delivery, mail, or courier) Idaho Department of 

Environmental Quality, Attn:  Fiscal Office/ RFP0924, 1410 North Hilton, Boise, Idaho 83706. 

 

All proposals will be evaluated by an Evaluation Committee.  If necessary, the committee may 

select proposers to be invited for a formal interview. 

 

The selection process is confidential.  Upon completion of the selection, the process will be 

complete and subject to public information.  All cost proposals submitted to the state will be 

treated as confidential and will not be released to competing firms, individuals, agencies or the 

general public until the contract is signed. 
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At no other time during the remainder of the RFP process will DEQ technical personnel or 

contracts officers be available to respond to questions of a technical nature from proposers.  

Questions with regard to administrative procedures for proposing will be answered up to the time 

bid proposals are due. For questions of an administrative nature, please contact DEQ Contracts 

Officer Marcia Todd by email marcia.todd@deq.idaho.gov. 

 

Any major questions/clarifications that are addressed will be shared with the other prospective 

proposers even if they did not submit questions.  The reason the information is shared, is that the 

State of Idaho, using taxpayer dollars, must maintain an even playing field so that everyone has 

the same information, the same chance at submitting a proposal with the same information as the 

prospective proposers attending this conference. 

  

The contents of the RFP, Presubmittal Questions and DEQ Response, RFP addendum if any, and 

the selected proposal submitted will become the contract statement of work.  The approximate 

contract issue should be during the second week of February, 2014 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Appendices C, D, and E were inadvertently omitted from the RFP 

mailing.  They are attached at the end of this document and must be completed and 

returned with submitted proposals.  You can also obtain the Addendum at 

www.deq.idaho.gov. 

 

 

Presubmittal Questions/DEQ Response 

 

Presubmittal questions are numbered and in BOLD type. 

 

1.  Tasks 3, 4, and 5 of Deliverables 1, 2, and 3 call for two days of classroom training 

followed by a day of field training.  Is there flexibility to rearrange the classroom and field 

sessions to allow the field event to be done on day two, rather than day three? 

 

We believe delivering the requested content in two consecutive days of classroom sessions 

will present a challenge to the training recipients.  The amount of content may be 

overwhelming when done in succession. 

 

DEQ Response:  Yes, we are flexible to rearrange the classroom and field sessions. 

 

2.  As a follow-up to the question above, would there be flexibility to reduce the sessions to 

1 day of classroom followed by a half day of field training and another half day of 

classroom? 

 

DEQ Response:  To be fair to all bidders of the RFP, we need all bids to reflect the criteria set 

within the RFP.   

 

If you would like to identify an alternative training option, please do it separately from the RFP 

response.  

 

mailto:marcia.todd@deq.idaho.gov
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/
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We are expecting each proposer to identify their training program to us and what that training 

would provide. We are flexible as to the days the training takes place, but the proposal should 

show their idea of the best way to deliver the training and the content. 

 

3.  The schedule calls for the Deliverable 1 training to be completed by March 31, 2014, and 

the subsequent sessions to follow by April 30
th

 and May 30
th

.  Is there flexibility in the 

deliverable schedule to allow the sessions to be completed in the July, August and 

September 2014 time frame? 

 

DEQ Response:  Yes, we are flexible in the deliverable schedule. 

 

4.  Is there flexibility in terms of how the content can be delivered as long as there is an 

equitable number of training days? 

 

DEQ Response:  DEQ is flexible on how the training would be delivered.  The goal is to provide 

optimization for the plants.  How the training is delivered and what that training looks like would 

be up to the contractor, with DEQ approval. 

 

5.  We noticed in the RFP that there is flexibility in the content.  You listed optimization 

topics that may be included.  Would there be flexibility to structure the series so that there 

could potentially still be three sessions but they would move around the state where water 

treatment personnel could attend those sessions but they might not necessarily be in their 

location.  The sessions would build so to attend the second class it would be a prerequisite 

that you attend the first one.   

 

DEQ Response:  DEQ is not interested in having it ‘build’ as far as having prerequisites, and 

having multiple days between the second class and multiple days between the third; or even 

different locations.  The schedule the RFP identifies is to have three consecutive days of training 

with one day of field training. 

 

So you want to stay with that format? 

 

DEQ Response:  We do. 

 

6.  Is this expected to be a ‘train the trainer’ type of activity as well?   

 

DEQ Response:  No.  We are looking to increase our field staff’s knowledge in surface water 

treatment plant optimization and their understanding of the process but we are not looking to 

train our staff to deliver training in the future. 

 

7.  Could you provide more clarification on what the expectation was for the ‘pre-training 

homework assignment’ and what you were thinking that would include? 

 

DEQ Response:  We want that to be information the trainer would need during the training 

session.  We would hand it out to the prospective attendees and say to best utilize this training 

and to make the training a real life scenario for the operators we want them to be using their 
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information during the training so that they bring the homework back and the trainer can then 

utilize that information to help these public water systems best put it into a real life scenario for 

these systems.   

 

8. What you are asking for is potentially identify the homework before the session, have 

them bring in relevant information that could be used in the training?  

 

DEQ Response:  Yes. 

 

9.  You included both membrane systems and surface water systems.  Membrane systems 

utilize a totally different technology for particle removal.  All the performance based 

training content to date has primarily been focused on rapid rate filtration.  To include 

both membrane systems and conventional surface water systems in the same training 

would present some challenges in terms of the delivery of the optimization concepts.  How 

many membrane systems would you anticipate to participate in the training? 

 

DEQ Response:  We are not sure. We talked with the regional staff to help identify which 

treatment facilities needed the most help and would benefit from this training.  Membrane and 

conventional filtration  water systems were the conclusion but we do not have any specific 

percentages of what type operators will attend the training. 

 

 

There were no further questions. 
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APPENDIX C 

PRICE PROPOSAL FORMAT 

 

Firm Name ________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
 

Training Event #1 – Coeur d’Alene $ 

   

Training Event #2 - Lewiston $ 

   

Training Event #3 - Boise $ 

  

TOTAL FOR 3 TRAINING EVENTS $ 

COST/HOUR FOR FOLLOWUP 

CONFERENCE CALLS IF NECESSARY 

 

                      $                  

/HOUR  
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APPENDIX D   CERTIFICATION OF INDEPENDENT PRICE DETERMINATION 

Company Name:             

Address:               

 

A.  The offeror certifies that: 

  

1.  The prices in this offer have been arrived at independently, without, for the purpose of restricting competition, 

any consultation, communication, or agreement with any other offeror or competitor relating to: 

 

 i. Those prices, 

 ii. The intention to submit an offer, and 

 iii. The methods or factors used to calculate the prices offered. 

 

2.  The prices in this offer have not been and will not be knowingly disclosed by the offeror, directly or indirectly, to 

any other offeror or competitor before bid opening (in the case of a sealed bid solicitation) or contract award (in the 

case of a negotiated solicitation) unless otherwise required by law; and 

 

3.   No attempt has been made or will be made by the offeror to induce any other concern to submit or not to submit 

an offer for the purpose of restricting competition. 

 

B.  Each signature on the offer is considered to be a certification by the signatory that the signatory: 

 

1.   Is the person in the offeror’s organization responsible for determining the prices being offered in this bid or 

proposal, and that the signatory has not participated and will not participate in any action contrary to subparagraphs 

(a)(1) through (a)(3) above; or 

 

2. 

i.   Has been authorized, in writing, to act as agent for the following principals in certifying that those 

principals have not participated, and will not participate in any action contrary to subparagraphs 

(a)(1) through (a)(3) above; 

ii.  As an authorized agent, does certify that the principals named below have not participated, and 

will not participate, in any action contrary to subparagraph (a)(1) through (a)(3) above; and  

iii. As an agent, has not personally participated, and will not participate, in any action contrary to 

subparagraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) above. 

 

3. If the offeror deletes or modifies subparagraph (a)(2) above, the offeror must furnish with its offer a signed 

statement setting forth in detail the circumstances of the disclosure. 

      Insert full name of person(s) in the offeror’s organization responsible for determining the prices offered in this 

bid or proposal, and the title of his or her position in the offeror’s organization: 

 

Full name of person(s) responsible for pricing    Title      Date  

  

                 

 

                 

 

 

               

Typed Name of Authorized Representative     Title 

 

               

Signature of Authorized Representative     Date 

 

 

 I am unable to certify to the above statement.  My explanation is attached. 
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APPENDIX E 

SIGNATURE PAGE  

This RFP response is submitted in accordance with all documents and provisions of RFP0924 

Optimization Training for Surface Water System Operators that Utilize Membrane and Conventional 

Filtration. 

By my signature below I accept the State of Idaho DEQ Standard Contract Terms and Conditions in effect 

at the time this RFP was issued. 

As the undersigned, I certify I am authorized to sign and submit this response for the Offeror.  I further 

acknowledge I am responsible for reviewing and acknowledging any addendums that have been issued 

for this solicitation. 

Please complete the following information: 

Offeror (Company Name):             

Address:            

City, State, Zip:           

Phone:            

Email:             

THIS SIGNATURE PAGE MUST BE SIGNED WITH AN ORIGINAL HANDWRITTEN SIGNATURE EXECUTED IN 

INK AND RETURNED WITH YOUR PROPOSAL FOR YOUR PROPOSAL TO BE CONSIDERED. 

 

              

Original Signature (Manually signed in ink)  Date 

 

           

Please Type or Print Name    Title 

 

 

 

 


